Pope Pius XI
the organisation, and the subjects most discussed were
mixed marriages with non-Catholics and education. There
were seventy bishops present from all over the United States,
representing no less than twenty million Catholic citizens.
They had obtained advice from no less than one hundred
outside bishops as to what these latter did under similar
circumstances, and Cardinal Bourne from London was
amongst those who had sent his opinion* Rome would
prefer that all such queries and questions should be
directed through the channels of the Vatican, but Wash-
ington felt that Catholics in Protestant and democratic
countries were more likely to understand America's prob-
lems than were Catholics in totalitarian states. Said
Father Burke: "If the Pope of the day had been better
informed, he would never have sent Philip II against
England. Similarly, if the bishops of America are well
informed, they will not make mistakes."
It may be asked why Pope Pius, having banned the
conference, later allowed it to be revived: the reason, I
think, is his great sense of honesty, and his feeling that
there had been a doubt about Pope Benedict's having ever
agreed to such a veto. Rome also may have reflected that,
just at the moment, there is no very great danger of a too-
united Catholic Church in the United States. In the old
days the German Catholics and the Irish Catholics formed
the major influence in the country. To-day the large
number of Italians and Poles who have come in within the
last thirty years have almost drawn level with these old-
timers, and the English Catholic element that founded
Maryland with Lord Baltimore in 1634 is again beginning
to come to the fore as a considerable influence in the
national life.